MAKING LANGUAGE
Linguistic Diversity and Typologically Jnformed _ Language Design

Linguistics 490 005 (47070) / 590 005 (47072) Instructor: Logan Sutton
MW 1600-1715 Email Contact: LDSUTTON@unm.edu
MITCH 212 Office: HUM 148

Office Hours: By Appointment

Course Material
There will be numerous readings throughout the semester, assigned to the entire class or on an individual basis. All
readings will be posted electronically on Ereserves (ereserves.unm.edu). The password is Itelmen.

There will also be a website for posting the course-generated lexicon and grammatical constructions for the
constructed language. This will be announced in class.

Evaluation %
In-Class Participation 20
Daily Creative Task 20
Reading Presentation and Discussion (6) 20
Mini-Typological Surveys (6) 20
Final Project 20

In-Class Participation

The success of this class is highly contingent upon the students contributing to discussion, asking questions,
presenting their findings in class, and otherwise addressing course topics and fellow students’ contributions with a
highly critical (but courteous) eye. Especially given the small size of the class, regular attendance is highly
encouraged. Readings listed on the syllabus and assigned in class are mandatory, unless otherwise specified.

Daily Creative Task

Due every class meeting, each student will be expected to contribute to the development of the course language.
Usually this will consist of contributing a handful of vocabulary items (lexical morphemes) within a given semantic
domain. Sometimes it will consist of a more intensive research endeavor involving either a larger lexical
contribution or the development of a grammatical construction (or family of constructions).

Reading Presentation and Discussion

Many of the readings listed on the syllabus will be assigned to the entire class, with students expected to have read
them by the assigned class period. Many other readings will be assigned to students individually or in small groups.
When specified, for these latter especially, students will be expected to prepare a brief handout specifying the
pertinent points of the reading (not summarizing the whole article!) and have a critical assessment of the arguments
or points to be able to present to the class and offer comparison and contrast to the other findings presented in the
class.

Mini-Typological Surveys

Each student will adopt 7 grammars for the semester (representing a language from each of the major linguistic
geographical regions of the world). Periodically through the semester students will be asked to investigate a given
semantic/grammatical topic within their 6 grammars and prepare a brief write-up on the constructions they find,
which will be turned in. In this way the class as a whole will generate a small typological survey (of 40+ languages)
for several grammatical domains.

Final Project
Each student will be required to write a term paper consisting of an original typology-oriented study on an

approved topic of his/her own choice. The study may involve doing a typological survey for a given grammatical or
lexical phenomenon or may involve a synthesis of previous studies typological studies. This final project is due
05/07/2013 and must be 17-25 pages for graduate students or 12-17 pages for undergraduate students.



Week 1

Introduction

01/15 Introduction

01/17 Typological Sampling; Settings
Week 2 Grounding

01/22 Setting and People

01/24 Referential forms |

Week 3 Phonology |

01/29 Phonotactics and Words

01/31 Segments and Suprasegmentals
Week 4 Basic Clause

02/05 Participants and Argument Marking
02/07 Non-core participants

Week 5 Basic Clause

02/12 Intransitive Clauses and Discourse Structure
02/14 Polyvalent Clauses

Week 6 _Orthogonal Categories

02/19 Number

02/21 TAM, Evidentiality and Mirativity
Week 7 Manipulating the Basic Clause
02/26 Negation, Questions, and Commands
02/28 Voice and Auxiliaries

Week 8 Contemplation

03/05 Phonological Alternations, Morphophonology
03/07 Morphological Types

Week 9 Spring Break (03/10-03/17)

Week 10 Referent Modification

03/19
03/21

Adjectives and other Simple Modifiers
NPs and Coordination of Referents

Week 11 Complex Clauses |

03/26
03/28

Complement Clauses and Clause Deranking
Adverbial Clauses

Week 12 Complex Clauses |1

04/02
04/04

Event Sequences
Referent Tracking and Clausal Modification

Week 13 Complex Clauses 111

04/09 Relative Clauses
04/11 Complex Clauses and Information Structure
Week 14-16  Open Topics

04/16, 04/18
04/23, 04/25
04/30, 05/02

(Dryer 1989, Perkins 1989)

(Grammars)

(Bybee 2005, Dixon & Aikhenvald 2002)
(TYP 1 DUE)

(Merlan 1985)
(READ 1 DUE)

(Stassen 1997, Dryer 1986)
(TYP 2 DUE)

(Corbett 2000, Ch. 5 & 8)
(READ 2 DUE)

(Kroskrity 1984, Hagége 2008)
(TYP 3 DUE)

(Aikhenvald 2002)
(READ 3 DUE)

(Wetzer 1992, Jurafsky 1996, Epps et al 2012)

(TYP 4 DUE)
(Cristofaro 2003)

(READ 4 DUE)
(Haspelmath 2007)

(TYP 5 DUE)

(Keenan and Comrie 1977, 1979)
(READ 5 DUE)

(TYP 6 DUE - 4/18)
(READ 6 DUE - 4/25)
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